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1. Site details
High House Moor is on the southern slopes of Dartmoor, centred on grid reference
SX610625, 2-3km north of Cornwood village. It occupies about 57 hectares (c142
acres) and is shown on Map 1. The adjacent land is common grazing to the north
and west, enclosed farmland to the south, and woodland and ex-conifer plantation
owned by the Dartmoor National Park Authority to the east.
1.1. Physical
The site rises from 200m (700’) above sea level in the south to 370m (1250’) in
the north. It is bordered by two streams, Ford Brook to the west and Broadall
Lake to the east, both tributaries of the R Yealm.
The whole site is underlain by granite, apart from alluvial deposits associated
with the streams.
1.2. Acquisition and tenure
The Dartmoor Preservation Association(DPA) have owned High House
Moor(HHM) since 1968.
In 1959 High House Moor, and Dendles Moor to the east, were acquired by a
forestry company with plans for planting conifers. Forestry was not under
planning control at that time and despite a campaign against afforestation,
planting on Dendles Moor commenced in 1960 and the only way to save HHM
was by purchase. The DPA was against conifer planting because it would spoil
the prehistoric and historic sites, reduce the amenity value for access and
enjoyment (including the magnificent views over south Devon) and destroy the
wildlife. In 1964 HHM was bought by an individual on behalf of the DPA. The
DPA launched an appeal for money to purchase the site in July 1964, which
reached its target and was closed in late 1965. When it became DPA property it
was with a view to offering it 'to the National Trust or some similar body or to be
vested in trustees'. A deed of trust was set up in 1969 with three trustees.
In 1980 discussions took place about the disposal of the land to a more
appropriate body, or the DPA becoming a corporate body and therefore having
corporate liability. At the 1983 AGM, HHM was transferred from the High House
Moor Trust to four trustees of the DPA. The current four trustees are Kate
Ashbrook, Pen Gates, Jim Martin and Ru Roberts. In 1993 again the decision
was made not to lease or sell HHM to another body.
The shooting rights are owned by Dr H P Burrows.
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1.3. Boundaries
HHM was enclosed from the common in the early 19th century when the walls to
the north and west were erected. Boundary features are shown on Map 2. The
fencing and wall repairs since 1995 have been carried out under the
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) scheme (see 2.1.5). The fencing is
sheep netting topped by two plain wire strands and was carefully sited so as to
be as visually unobtrusive as possible, the work being overseen by one of the
DPA Trustees. The aim was to prevent stock entering the newtake from the
common and therefore the distance between external banks and boulders was
taken into consideration. Wall repairs were undertaken in 1966 ('before' and
'after' photos in DPA files). In 1998 the grazier observed sheep still entering and
an additional 214m of fencing was installed on the western boundary, south of
the main gate. The wall in the north-west corner was too expensive to repair as
insufficient stone is available and the wall runs through very wet ground.
There is a sign at the main gate worded 'Dartmoor National Park Authority
Management Agreement Area. Public access is permitted subject to the
Dartmoor Commons Bye-laws. In particular: Keep dogs under control. No
camping. No fires. Please use access points rather than climbing over walls.'
2. Evaluation
2.1. Designations
2.1.1. The entire site is within the Dartmoor National Park.
2.1.2. Most of the site is within the 'South Dartmoor SSSI’ (Site of Special
Scientific Interest, designated by English Nature), the remaining woodland
being in the 'Dendles Wood SSSI'. These are shown on Map 3 and the
SSSI citation sheets given in Appendix 1.
2.1.3. HHM falls within the Dartmoor 'Candidate Special Area of Conservation'
(European Commission Habitats Directive).
2.1.4. There are two Scheduled Ancient Monuments (English Heritage)(Map 3).
2.1.5. It is wholly within the Dartmoor ESA and falls within the 'severely
disadvantaged' category of the Less Favoured Area (LSA) agriculturally
(designated by DEFRA, Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs).
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2.2. Species records
Records were sought from DPA members (via the Newsletter and AGM), DNPA,
Devon Biodiversity Records Centre (Devon Wildlife Trust), Devon Birdwatching
and Preservation Society (Devon Atlas Project), RSPB, English Nature, British
Dragonfly society and Butterfly atlases.
Many Dartmoor wildlife surveys have excluded newtakes so there are very few
existing records for HHM. The only records referring to HHM were the
vegetation survey results described in section 2.2.1, the DEFRA 1997
monitoring results (section 3.3) and Devon Breeding Bird Atlas records for 2002
(section 2.2.2).
Daytime field visits were made in 2003 on 2 January, 29 April, 20 May, 29 May,
3 June, 20 June, 22 June, 4 July, 11 July, 22 July, 11 August and 9 October.
'The Nature of Dartmoor. A Biodiversity Profile' (EN and DNPA 2001) lists key
species for conservation attention, three of which were found on HHM: Ling
(Calluna vulgaris), Skylark (Alauda arvensis) and Keeled Skimmer dragonfly
(Orthetrum coerulescens). Others from the list may be present, particularly from
the groups not surveyed.
2.2.1. Plants
The vegetation was mapped and described in 1966 by Kenneth Ashburner
(Map 4 in section 2.3 and Appendix 2). A plant list was compiled by C
Gristy in July-August 1983 (Appendix 3). On 23 August 1994 R M Keedle
carried out a survey for DNPA using the National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) codes, the results being shown on Map 5 (section 2.3), the species
list, description and coding details given in Appendix 4. The NVC data
include bryophytes (mosses and liverworts).
Higher plants and ferns were recorded in 2003, the species found being
listed below.
Agrostis curtisii
A. capillaris
A. vinealis
Anagallis tenella
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Athyrium filix-femina
Betula pubescens
Blechnum spicant
Calluna vulgaris
Carex binervis
C. echinata
C. nigra
C. panicea
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Bristle Bent
Common Bent
Brown Bent
Bog Pimpernel
Sweet Vernal Grass
Lady-fern
Downy Birch
Hard-fern
Heather
Green-ribbed Sedge
Star sedge
Common Sedge
Carnation Sedge
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C. pilulifera
C. viridula ssp oedocarpa
Cirsium palustre
Conopodium majus
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Dactylorhiza maculata
Danthonia decumbens
Deschampsia cespitosa
D. flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Drosera rotundifolia
Dryopteris dilatata
D. filix-mas
Eleocharis multicaulis
Epilobium palustre
Erica tetralix
Eriophorum angustifolium
E. vaginatum
Euphrasia agg.
Fagus sylvatica
Festuca ovina ssp ovina
F. rubra
Frangula alnus
Galium saxatile
Geranium robertianum
Hedera helix
Holcus lanatus
H. mollis
Hyacinthoides non-scripta
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Hypericum elodes
Ilex aquifolium
Juncus acutiflorus
J. bulbosus
J. conglomeratus
J. effusus
J. squarrosus
Lonicera periclymenum
Lotus corniculatus
L. pedunculatus
Luzula campestris
L. multiflora
Lysimachia nemorum
Molinia caerulea
Myosotis secunda
Nardus stricta
Narthecium ossifragum
Oreopteris limbosperma
Oxalis acetosella
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Pill Sedge
Yellow-sedge
Marsh Thistle
Pignut
Hazel
Hawthorn
Heath Spotted-orchid
Heath-grass
Tufted Hair-grass
Wavy Hair-grass
Foxglove
Round-leaved Sundew
Broad Buckler-fern
Male-fern
Many-stalked Spike-rush
Marsh Willowherb
Cross-leaved Heath
Common Cottongrass
Hare's-tail Cottongrass
Eyebright
Beech
Sheep's-fescue
Red Fescue
Alder Buckthorn
Heath Bedstraw
Herb-Robert
Ivy
Yorkshire-fog
Creeping soft-grass
Bluebell
Marsh Pennywort
Marsh St John's-wort
Holly
Sharp-flowered Rush
Bulbous Rush
Compact Rush
Soft-rush
Heath Rush
Honeysuckle
Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Field Wood-rush
Heath Wood-rush
Yellow Pimpernel
Purple Moor-grass
Creeping Forget-me-not
Mat-grass
Bog Asphodel
Lemon-scented Fern
Wood-sorrel
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Pedicularis sylvatica
Pinguicula lusitanica
Polygala serpyllifolia
Polypodium agg.
Potamogeton polygonifolius
Potentilla erecta
Prunus spinosa
Pteridium aquilinum
Quercus robur
Ranunculus omiophyllus
Rhynchospora alba
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Rumex acetosella
R. acetosa
Salix aurita
S. caprea
S. cinerea ssp oleifolia
Sambucus nigra
Scutellaria minor
Sedum anglicum
Senecio squalidus
Serratula tinctoria
Sorbus aucuparia
Succisa pratensis
Teucrium scorodonia
Tilia cordata
Ulex europaeus
U. gallii
Umbilicus rupestris
Urtica dioica
Vaccinium myrtillus
Veronica officinalis
V. serpyllifolia
Viola palustris
V. raviniana
Wahlenbergia hederacea

Lousewort
Pale Butterwort
Heath Milkwort
Polypody
Bog Pondweed
Tormentil
Blackthorn
Bracken
Pedunculate Oak
Round-leaved Crowfoot
White Beak-sedge
Bramble
Sheep's Sorrel
Common Sorrel
Eared Willow
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Elder
Lesser Skullcap
English Stonecrop
Oxford Ragwort
Saw-wort
Rowan
Devil's-bit Scabious
Wood Sage
Small-leaved Lime (planted)
Gorse
Western Gorse
Navelwort
Common Nettle
Bilberry
Heath Speedwell
Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Marsh Violet
Common Dog-violet
Ivy-leaved Bellflower

Additionally, Fumaria capreolata (White Fumitory) was recorded just outside
the Frank Beech gate by Jenny Sanders, and Erica cinerea (Bell Heather)
and Dryopteris affinis (Scaly Male-fern) on HHM by Paul Rendell.
Rhododendron and Laurel are present on the west bank of Broadall lake,
downstream of DPA land. They are being cleared by DNPA and no action
needs to be taken to prevent invasion of HHM.
2.2.2. Birds
Species recorded in 2003 are shown in Table 1, (page 13).
In addition, migrant Red Kite (Milvus milvus) and autumn/winter Merlin
(Falco columbarius) have been recorded by Roger Smaldon , and the
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following were recorded by Chris Curry in 2003: Long-tailed Tit (Aegithalos
caudatus), Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus), Great Spotted Woodpecker
(Dendrocopus major), Swallow (Hirundo rustica), Peregrine (Falco
peregrinus), Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra) and Red Grouse (Lagopus
lagopus). Goldcrest (Regulus regulus) was confirmed breeding in 2003
(Chris Curry pers.comm.)
No estimates of numbers were made but at least four pairs of Stonechats
reared young. Although not confirmed breeding on HHM, a number of
species in Table 1 probably bred in the general area.
2.2.3. Dragonflies
Species recorded in 2003 are shown in Table 2.
Species
Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle*

day 20
month 6
/

Pyrrhosoma nymphula Large Red Damselfly

/

Cordulegaster boltonii Golden-ringed Dragonfly

/

Orthetrum coerulescens Keeled Skimmer

/

4
7

11
7

/

/

/

/

22
7

11
8

/

/

/

/

Table 2 Dragonflies
* one on Ford Brook, just outside HHM boundary.
The Keeled Skimmer is a key species listed in the Dartmoor Biodiversity
Action Plan (DNPA, 2001). It is widespread and plentiful on the wet parts of
HHM, particularly abundant in the southern and eastern wetlands, hundreds
being present on 11 July. One was observed emerging on 22 July. Large
Red Damselflies were widespread and also breeding on the site. The
Golden-ringed Dragonflies were more likely to be breeding in Ford Brook but
the adults were using HHM for feeding.
Searches were made for the key species Small Red (Creiagrion tenellum),
Scarce Blue-tailed (Ischnura pumilio) and Southern (Coenagrion mercuriale)
Damselflies but none were seen.
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BoCC

2002

Species
Buzzard Buteo buteo
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Hobby Falco subbuteo
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Skylark Alauda arvensis
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Robin Erithacus rubecula
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Blackbird Turdus merula
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Coal Tit Parus ater
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus
Great Tit Parus major
Jay Garrulus glandarius
Magpie Pica pica
Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Raven Corvus corax
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

A

A
A

R
A
R
A

2
1
/

\

A
A
A
R
A

2003
day
month

/
/

X

\
X
X
\
\
\
\

/
/

29
4
/

20
5
/
/

/

/

/
/
/
/
/
/

/
/
/
/
X
/
/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

\
\
\

/

3
6

20
6

22
6

4
7

/

/
/
/

X
/

/
/
/

R
R
R

29
5
/

/
/
/
/

/
/
/

/

/

X
/
/

X

/
/

/

/

/

/
/
/

11
8
/

/

/

/

9
10

/
X

X

/

/
/
/
/
/

/
X
X

/

22
7
/

/
X

/
/

11
7
/

/

/

/
/

/

/
/

/

/

/

Table 1 Birds
/ recorded on that date
X confirmed breeding
\ recorded by Roger Smaldon in 2002 (mostly additions to 2003 list up to 1 June)
BoCC Birds of Conservation Concern (Population Status of Birds in the UK, quoted in Raven, Noble and Baillie 2003).
A Amber-listed
R Red-listed

/

/
/

2.2.4. Butterflies
Species recorded in 2003 are shown in Table 3.
Species

day 29
month 5
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi
/
Green-veined White Pieris napi
Large Skipper Ochlodes venata
Large White Pieris brassicae
Marbled White Melanargia galathea
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina
Painted Lady Vaness cardui
/
Peacock Inachis io
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas
Small Heath Coenonympha
pamphilus
Small Skipper Thymelicus silvestris
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria
/
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera

20
6
/

22
6

4
7

11
7
/
/

/
/

/

/

/
/

22
7

11
8

/

\
/
\

/

/
/
/

/
/

/

/

9
10

/

/
/

/

/
/

Table 3 Butterflies
\ records from Paul Rendell
/ author’s records
Paul Rendell also recorded Comma (Polygonia c-album) and Gatekeeper
(Pyronia titonus) on other dates.
None of the species are rare but Marbled White require unimproved
grassland with tall sward containing Red Fescue (Festuca rubra). Only
single individuals were seen and they may not be breeding on HHM. Green
Hairstreaks were fairly frequent and in this habitat require Gorse (Ulex
europaeus) for the larvae to feed on. Fritillary butterflies are discussed in
section 2.3.2.
2.2.5. Other groups
Mammals recorded included: 6 Fallow Deer seen on 20 May (Red and Roe
deer are also in the vicinity – Page, 2002), fox droppings, a piece of dead
rabbit and unidentified small mammal runs, probably vole. Bats hunt over
the area (Paul Rendell pers. comm.) and Grey Squirrel has been seen
(Chris Curry pers.comm.)

High House Moor Management Plan 2003 – Hilary Marshall

14

No reptiles were recorded. Frogs were seen on a number of occasions and
spawn was seen in March (Dru Butterfield pers.comm.)
The only other invertebrates recorded were the ants (Lasius flavus)
(identified by Peter Smithers) and caterpillars of Fox Moth (Macrothylacia
rubi).
Further recording of other groups could be encouraged. There are a
number of natural history societies, both in Devon and nationally, who
welcome the opportunity to survey sites where the findings are likely to be
used for conservation purposes and it may be worthwhile inviting them to
survey High House Moor for e.g. bryophytes, lichens, moths, beetles, other
invertebrates.
2.3. Habitats present
The whole site is of nature conservation value. The habitats present are
outlined in Table 4
Habitat
Grass moor
and bracken
Heathland
Upland
oakwood
(Valley) mire
Rhôs pasture

Approx
area on
HHM, Ha
31

Importance (from 'The
Nature of Dartmoor')
(EN, DNPA 2001)
National

Main NVC
codes

Secondary NVC codes

U3,U4,U20

U5

17
3

National /International
International

H4
W10,W17

W11

6

National
National

M21
M23,M25

M1,M2,M4,M6,M23,M25,M29
M6,M15,M16,M21,M24,M27,
M29

Table 4 Habitats
The vegetation was mapped in 1966 (Ashburner)(Map4) and 1994
(Keedle)(Map 5). The colour was added to Ashburner's map in 2003 to facilitate
comparison with the NVC categories. There was little grazing in 1966 and the
Molinia appeared more dominant, so the more interesting mires were not
depicted separately. The southern one was clearly visible in the 1969 aerial
photograph so was coloured on Map 4.
Aerial photographs from the following years were examined. They vary in
quality, area, scale and usefulness. The habitats are best shown on the 1969
photo (Photograph 1) and 2000 (Photograph 2).
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Date

Holder

Image

Notes

22.11.65

Bob Bruce

B&W

12.6.69
28.8.75

DNPA
DNPA

Colour
Colour

14.4.77
7.5.89
12.7.92
18.6.2000

Bob Bruce
Bob Bruce
DNPA
DNPA

B&W
B&W
Colour
Colour

Whole site except NW corner.
Shows archaeological features
well
Mires show up well. Photo 1
Whole site. Shades of brown.
Trees show up.
Large scale. W part of site
W wall and trees show well
Patchy cloud. Unclear
Photo 2

The 1994 vegetation map (Map 5) and 2000 aerial photograph (Photo 2) give a
good representation of the present habitats on High House Moor. Differences
between 1994 and 2003 are discussed under individual habitats in the following
sections.
2.3.1. Grass moor
Grass moor occupies a similar area, (i.e. about half), of the site today as shown on
Keedle's 1994 map. The main community is U4 (Festuca ovina - Agrostis capillaris Galium saxatile grassland) with some U3 (Agrostis curtisii grassland). U4 is more
widespread nationally, since A. curtisii is restricted to south-west England.
On Dartmoor grass moor is largely the product of heavy grazing of heathland (EN and
DNPA, 2001).
Most of the grass is grazed very closely by sheep.
There are patches of gorse and occasional trees, mostly Hawthorn. There are very few
bare areas. Juncus patches, for example by the north wall, show up as dark stands on
the aerial photos
Breeding birds such as Meadow Pipit, Skylark and Stonechat were observed where the
habitat structure was more varied, either with tussocky grass or in association with
Bracken or European Gorse.
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High House Moor
Management Plan
Map 4
Habitats 1966, colours added 2003
Kenneth Ashburner
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High House Moor
Management Plan
Map 5
1994 Vegetation Map.
R.M.Keedle.

DNPA data.
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Licence no. 100041205
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Photo1 1969 aerial

© held by aerofilms.com
Contact Chris Mawson – 01707 648390
No further copies of this image may be taken without further written permission from
aerofilms. Produced by DNPA for Hilary Marshall for use in conjunction with the DPA
High House Moor Management Plan.
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Photo 2 2000 aerial
© Reproduced under licence from Getmapping plc
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2.3.2. Bracken
Bracken stands (U20 Pteridium aquilinum - Galium saxatile community)
have been present on the site since before acquisition by the DPA and
concern about spread has been frequently expressed. They are in six
discrete areas. As far as can be seen from the 1969, 1975, 1992 and 2000
aerial photos, the area covered by bracken has only clearly extended at the
south of the farmstead patch, presumably being limited elsewhere to a large
extent by soil depth and waterlogging. The distinctive curved front of the
bracken stand just north of the farmstead can be clearly seen in both Photos
1 and 2, having persisted for over 30 years. It is not possible to tell whether
the density of fronds has changed.
Bracken stands are not without interest and from a wildlife viewpoint do not
need to be controlled on HHM at present. Bracken is only very dense, with
bracken litter totally covering the ground below the fronds, in the
southernmost compartment on the site. In other parts, trampling by cattle
has broken up the litter and woodland species such as Pignut are present
below the fronds. Near the farmstead the Bracken is underlain by Bluebells
which are able to flower where protected from trampling, within the tree
exclosures (Photo 3) and fenced woodland (Photo 4).
Searches were made on sunny days during the flight periods for Fritillary
butterflies (Small Pearl-bordered, Pearl-bordered, High Brown, Dark Green,
Silver-washed) but none were seen. Violets, the larval foodplants, are not
frequent on the site, although Marsh Violets are common in the wetter
areas. The presence of Sheep's Sorrel, frequent on HHM, usually indicates
that the soil is too acid to support violets (Matthew Oates, quoted in Wacher,
Worth and Spalding 2003). The High Brown Fritillary is a BAP species and
requires warm bracken-covered slopes with plentiful (10-25% of the
vegetation) violets, which are near woodland (Warren and Oates, as above).
This species has declined rapidly in recent decades but its main strongholds
are the bracken-covered fringes of Dartmoor and Exmoor and limestone in
NW England (Asher et al 2001). In Devon the number of colonies has
declined from 63 in 1990s to c15 in 2002 (Bristow, 2003). It is unlikely that
they occur on High House Moor because the detailed requirements, quoted
by Wacher, Worth and Spalding, are not met and are unlikely to be
creatable.
Bracken control was not deemed necessary by DEFRA under the ESA
agreement. Bracken control is carried out around the farmstead because
Bracken both obscures the archaeological features above ground and also
chemically corrodes them below ground. The site is not suitable for vehicles
and therefore machine cutting or bruising are not feasible. In 2003 Brackencontrol work parties were held on 22 June and 11 August (for details see
Whitbourn and Whitbourn). The only breeding birds observed in the
Bracken was one pair of Stonechats, which were not in the work party area.
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Bracken is a native species and with less grazing would eventually be kept
from dominance by the shade of trees. However trees would obscure views
of once-open landscapes and the roots can damage the archaeological
features, particularly if the trees suffer windblow.
2.3.3. Heathland
The heathland on HHM is dominated by Western Gorse (H4b Ulex gallii
Agrostis curtisii heath, Festuca ovina sub-community) which is dense and
difficult to walk through in places, showing as dark areas on the aerial
photos. The 1977 aerial photograph shows that the Western Gorse was not
as dense then as it is now. The Heather, Cross-leaved Heath and Bilberry
are grazed heavily (see section 3.3) and reduction of these species is likely
to continue with present management. No Bell Heather (Erica cinerea) was
seen. There are occasional clumps of European Gorse (U. europaeus) in
this area.
The dense gorse now occupies a smaller area than shown in the 1983
management plan, indicating that the management carried out then was
successful. See photo 5.
The area of gorse shown on the map accompanying Wolton et al (1994) is
small on southern Dartmoor, and they recommend that dense U. gallii
shouldn't be burnt more frequently than once every 12 years. Control of
gorse was not considered necessary here by DEFRA under the ESA
agreement.
Western Gorse is a component of one type of heathland which is a UK BAP
Priority Habitat.
2.3.4. Upland oakwood
The small area of oakwood on HHM cannot be viewed in isolation. It forms
the north-western edge of a much larger block of woodland which is ancient
(i.e. has been wooded continuously since at least 1600) semi-natural
woodland of great nature conservation value. Since 1997 the DNPA have
owned the woodland to the east, and beyond that is Dendles Wood NNR,
owned and managed by EN. The 2002-2007 Management Plan for Dendles
Wood NNR describes the rare species and important communities present
and their requirements (Page, 2002). These include three types of
woodland habitat, bryophyte and lichen communities, typical breeding bird
community of upland oakwood, ferns, rare invertebrates including Blue
Ground Beetle (Carabus intricatus, known from only six woods in the UK),
and Barbastelle Bat (Barbastella barbastellus). Graphina pauciloculata, a
very rare lichen restricted to a few sites in Devon and Cornwall, has recently
been found on a number of small trees on the eastern bank of Broadall Lake
(Norman Baldock pers. comm.)
The HHM woodland is W10 (Quercus robur - Pteridium aquilinum - Rubus
fruticosus woodland) and is carpeted with Bluebells (Photo 3). Bluebell
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woods are of international importance, being confined to Britain.

Photo 3
Woodland fencing

The canopy on the oaks was very thin this year, due to a combination of
factors including defoliating caterpillars, cold spring winds when the leaves
were emerging and a high level of honey fungus (Rupert Lane pers.comm.)
The DNPA are restoring the southern part of Hawns Waste (which was
previously conifers) to native woodland using local seed and planting trees
of south west England provenance. The northern part is to be managed as
moorland probably by using ponies for grazing. DNPA are encouraging
natural regeneration by fencing out domestic stock as far as possible and
using tree guards known as Gengards with a view to extending the
woodland along the Broadall Lake valley bottom.
To match this woodland regeneration on the HHM side would require visible
fencing which would restrict access and also the valley mires by Broadall
Lake would dry out .
Outside the existing oak canopy, seedlings of Oak, Birch, Rowan, Holly and
willows were seen (Hawthorn also occurs. Chris Curry pers.comm.) but all
were heavily grazed. No saplings or young trees were seen over most of
the site, the only small trees being at the southern tip of the large mire. The
trees within the woodland are all mature and there is no shrub layer, except
Hazel in the clearing with wetter ground east of the farmstead. Some sheep
were present in the fenced-off woodland, either straying from Hawns or
getting in when gates are left open.
The lack of young trees was observed in the 1983 Management Plan for
HHM and this led to the installation of two exclosures in which trees were
planted (shown on Map 2). They have grown reasonably well, c2-3m
tall,and the stockproof fence has reached the end of its life. The southern
square exclosure has 13 Oaks and 2 Lime and the oblong northern one has
24 Oaks, 3Hazel, 1Rowan, 1Birch (latter c10m tall) and 1 Ash (Photo 4).
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Photo 4 –Northern tree exclosure
Dead trees are present, both large trees within the woodland and some of
the smaller scattered trees in the grassland and heathland. Standing dead
wood is a valuable habitat for invertebrates and should be retained.
2.3.5. Other trees
There are a number of trees away from the woodland, Map 6 showing the
very approximate numbers and positions. Many were shown on Ashburner's
1966 map (Map 4) and are probably much older, growth rates being slow at
this altitude. The majority are Hawthorn but there are also Oak, Rowan,
Blackthorn, Holly, Hazel and willows. As mentioned in section 2.3.4, no
replacements are growing over most of the site. However the trees by
Broadall Lake, protected from grazing by the 1995 fence, are growing well.
No Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) were seen although Keedle recorded
the species in 1994.
Some of the streamside trees contained bird nests and a brood of Crows
was successfully reared in a Holly south of the Oliver Sayer gate.
There are mature Beech trees on the north-south field boundary forming the
very southern compartment of HHM. Beech may be native in Dendles
Wood (Page, 2002).
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High House Moor
Management
Plan
Map
6
Trees outside woodland 2
Map 6
Trees outside woodland 2003
Mapped from rough sketches in the
field – not accurate.
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2.3.6. (Valley) mire
The valley mires show up on the aerial photos as reddish patches. The
largest mire on the southern part of the site is of very good quality and has
abundant White Beak-sedge and all of the wetland plant species listed in
section 2.2.1. The northern part of it is a single channel (as seen on Photo
2), which was wider in 1994 (Map 5) and much wider in 1969 (Photo 1).
However, the western part of it, south of the central bracken stand, is now
wetter than it appeared in 1969. In the southern tip of this area, the scrub
shown on the 1966 and 1994 maps is still present.
The Green Hairstreak butterflies were present in this area in association with
the European Gorse.
The smaller mires vary in character as shown in Map 5. The main changes
since 1994 appear to be the reduction of the mire to the north of the Oliver
Sayer gate to a small fragment of Sphagnum-dominated vegetation, and
also the reduction of the M15a mire in the NW corner of the O.S. grid
square SX 6162. No Deergrass Trichophorum cespitosum was found in that
area. The small patch of wet vegetation south of the Oliver Sayer gate,
adjacent to the west wall is becoming overgrown with European Gorse and
an Oak seedling was present.
These changes may be a reflection of the general drying out of Dartmoor in
recent years. In addition, 2003 was a dry year.
Other wetland species recorded in 1994 but not found this year included
Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) and Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata).
They may have been missed because the particular part of the site where
they occur was not visited, or they may no longer be present. Some
species, such as Ivy-leaved Bellflower, were confined to very small areas,
whereas others such as Many-stalked Spike-rush, Round-leaved Sundew,
Marsh Violet and Bog Asphodel were widespread. Pale Butterwort was
mainly in the large southern mire but a few were found in the general area of
the M15b community against the west wall where Ford Brook enters HHM.
Unsuccessful searches were made at the appropriate time for Bog Orchid
(Hammarbya paludosa) and Irish Lady's-tresses (Spiranthes romanzoffiana),
key species listed in the Dartmoor BAP (DNPA 2001).
The mires provide breeding sites for the odonata (section 2.2.3).
The vegetation around the spring at SX 612629, including European Gorse,
Soft-rush and grasses, was yellow. Apparently this has occurred in certain
seasons in the past (R.J. Greep, pers.comm.).
No wading birds were seen here during the breeding season.
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2.3.7. Stone walls and rocks
No assessment of their value for wildlife was made. Most of the rocks have
lichens or mosses on. Some of the rocks at the very south of the site have
trees and Bilberry growing on them.
The external wall is maintained by the grazing tenant.
Wheatear were seen near the western wall and may well breed there.
2.3.8. Streams
Most of the course of the Ford Brook is outside the boundary of HHM. It is
generally open with very little shading.
Broadall Lake is shaded for much of its length here and provides habitat for
bryophytes and ferns, including the Lemon-scented Fern. The channel
wasn't explored because of difficulty of access but it was searched in a few
places. No birds associated with Dartmoor streams were seen, although
they occur nearby (Page, 2002). Paul Rendell observed Dipper and Grey
Heron in 2003 and Grey Wagtail in earlier years. No signs of Otter recorded
but they probably use these waterways from time to time, spraint having
been found downstream on the Yealm at SX607587 in 1996 (Sarah Perkin
pers.comm.).
2.3.9. Habitat Photographs
DNPA have a panorama photograph taken on 17 October 1994. The 2003
panorama overleaf (Photograph 5) shows the view from SX608619 taken
29.5.03, looking east over HHM. Photograph 6 shows the farmstead area
taken on 20.6.03 from the eastern corner of the square stone-walled
enclosure at SX610623, showing dense Bracken and scattered trees.
2.4. Archaeological features
There are two Scheduled Ancient Monuments (see Map 3) and a number of
other features present (details in Appendix 5). Number 339 is a group of eight
Bronze Age hut circles and number 447 is a later farmstead.
HHM was surveyed by Deborah Griffiths, the DNP archaeologist, on 11 January
1995. Her records and other related sheets are given in Appendix 5. The work
proposed (mentioned in Appendix 5) by Dr Tom Greeves was not undertaken.
Dr R H Bruce is undertaking a survey and assessment in October/November
2003 and will report separately.
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Photograph 5 – panorama from west.
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2.5. Access
The site can be reached on foot from East Rook Gate SX 606615 or via the
permissive access route (1 April - 30 September dawn to dusk only) along the
track from Hele Cross past North Hele Farm to the entrance to the DNPA land
at SX615617, as well as via the gates shown on Map 2.
The Oliver Sayer gate provides the only vehicular access and is used by the
grazier, using an ATV, to check stock and retrieve fallen stock.
High House Moor has been mapped as open country for access on the
provisional maps produced for the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000)
and the DPA has pledged to dedicate it for public access under Section16 of the
Act. No rare breeding birds or other wildlife were recorded which would indicate
a need for this policy to be re-assessed. No damage or litter was found at the
current level of usage, apart from gates being reported left open (which may not
be by recreational users) and one campfire site found 9.10.03 near Broadall
Lake.
The aim has been to have a gate or stile visible from most parts of the site. An
application for a ladder stile over the north wall at the east end by the Bronze
Age settlement was refused by EH in 2002 because of the possible damage to
deposits in the ground where it was installed and erosion following use of a
single access point. It has been suggested that signs be erected on the wall
indicating the hunting gate in the north wall, to discourage people from climbing
the wall.
3. Past history and management
3.1. 1964-1993
When HHM was acquired by the DPA it had been fenced by a forestry
consortium prior to proposed planting and was closed to grazing animals,
although Ashburner mentions sheep and bullocks in 1966 (Appendix 2). The
DPA decided to graze it in with the adjacent common.
The Nature Conservancy local and regional staff were informally consulted at an
early stage and in November 1968 management suggestions were received. By
1973, inclusion of HHM in the neighbouring Dendles and Hawns Wood SSSI
was proposed, and a management agreement with the Nature Conservancy for
7 years from 1974 was planned, but it appears that the agreement was not
confirmed. A sub-committee of the DPA to oversee the management of HHM
was appointed in January 1974 but no records of its actions are on file. A
bracken-cutting work party was held in summer 1974 on the slopes south of the
farmstead but there is no record on file. By 1978 the original fencing had
deteriorated and requests were made to the DPA to repair the eastern boundary
of HHM to prevent stock straying east of Broadall Lake and thence to the lanes
of Cornwood. By 1980 the boundary fence was considered to be a hazard to
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animals.
The first management plan was written by Dr Nick Atkinson in 1983 (Appendix
6). Work carried out as a result of this plan included:
Date
1983-86
1983
17-24 March
1984
Summer 1986
Dec 1986 DPA
Newsletter
7 Dec 1986
DPA Newsletter
April 1987
17 Feb 1988
1989
July 1992

Work undertaken
Occasional volunteer groups were taken by DNP Rangers
to cut gorse, clear old fencing and maintain trees planted
(see below).
Gorse was swaled. In April 1984 no need for follow-up
chemical treatment. Burn had been effective.
BTCV task - 11 volunteers for 1 week. Erected two
exclosure fences, planted c100 oak trees, removed derelict
fencing, repaired stone walls, cleared gorse (photos in DPA
file).
Chief DNP Ranger and 19 D of E volunteers carried out
bracken cutting, wall restoration and gorse cutting.
Report of summer work party carrying out twice-yearly
'whipping' to control the Bracken.
Work party to replace trees planted a few years ago (some
had died). DPA's contribution to 'Devon Conservation Year'
and 'Watch Over National Parks'.
Reported April 1987, 3-4 dozen trees planted including
oaks, Silver Birch and Rowan. DNPA did fencing.
Wire removal work party arranged by DNPA in dry
conditions, using Land Rover for transport.
Gate left open to commons to enable grazing to take place.
Tuley tubes needed removing from round the planted trees.

Table 5 Management work undertaken
During 1991-92 the DPA were in dispute with the agents of the owner of Hawns
and Dendles conifer plantation east of Broadall Lake, the latter apparently
having responsibility for stock-proofing DPA's eastern boundary. In 1992 and
again in 1994, the Dartmoor Commoners Council asked the DPA to fence
against the common (i.e. north and west boundaries) to prevent animals
straying.
3.2. 1993 onwards
There are three existing agreements over the site, which cover the period since
1993.
3.2.1. An Access and Management Agreement between the HHM Trustees
and the DNPA, June 1994 - June 2004. (Appendix 9)
Under this agreement, vegetation and archaeological surveys have been
undertaken (Appendices 4 and 5) and an Environmentally Sensitive Area
(ESA) agreement entered into. Work on the walls, gates and stiles has
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been carried out and a sign erected, and the DNPA Ranger service has
been involved. The boundary problems have been resolved. Bracken
immediately around the farmstead was sprayed with Asulox in 2002 and
was successful in that only very little Bracken was growing there in 2003.
3.2.2. The ESA agreement covers the whole area, apart from the fenced off
woodland, and runs from 1 September 1995 to 31 August 2005. Details are
given in Appendix 7. The scheme was entered at Tier 1E (Moorland) which
stipulates a stocking level of 0.225 livestock units per hectare (i.e. 12 cows
or 82 sheep; plus 2 ponies) in summer,16 April - 31 October, and 0.17 (9
cows or 62 sheep; plus 2 ponies) 1 November - 15 April. The winter figures
are absolute maxima but in summer there can be above the given number at
times and below at other times. Monthly maxima should be recorded and
averaged.
During April to August 2003 there have been approximately 24 cattle and up
to 24 sheep grazing, the number of sheep varying because the
northernmost sheep creep is often open and any number of sheep could
stray from the common. Between Christmas 2002 and Easter 2003 no stock
were present, apart from occasional stray sheep.
Under the ESA agreement a lot of work has been carried out to make the
boundaries as stock-proof as possible, including new fencing to the east and
south and repair of the walls, as described in 1.3. The sheep creeps should
be closed.
When the ESA agreement was entered, there was some discussion about
the possibility of entering at Tier 2B (Moorland enhancement) but concern
was expressed about under-grazing parts of the site, and a lower level of
stocking being unfair to the tenant.
3.2.3. There is a Farm Business Tenancy agreement with the grazier, R J
Greep, running from c April 1997 for 9 years and 4 months, ending cAugust
2006. The lease can be ended by the landlord or tenant giving 12-24
months notice in writing at the end of the term.
3.2.4. Other management work
Bracken control work parties were held in 2003 (see section 2.3.2).
3.3. Monitoring in progress
Various informal assessments of the vegetation and about management are
listed in Appendix 8. The vegetation has at different times been described as
under-grazed and over-grazed. The former led to dense Bracken hiding the
farmstead remains and dense gorse reducing freedom of access for walkers.
The over-grazing has reduced the variety of vegetation, particularly the dwarf
shrubs (Heather, Bilberry etc.) and has prevented any natural regeneration of
trees.
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The two monitoring schemes undertaken by bodies other than DPA or DNPA
are described in the paragraphs below. They are probably sufficient to monitor
changes in vegetation related to grazing levels. Larger scale quantitative
monitoring would be very expensive.
DEFRA monitors a random sample of 72 plots across the Dartmoor ESA and
one of these is on High House Moor. It was first monitored in 1997 and again in
2003, the latter results not being available yet. The plot is number 91 and is at
grid reference SX 6070 6270. It is 8 x 4m and the corners of the stand are
marked with galvanised metal pipes driven into the ground, for subsequent
relocation with a metal detector. The stand is recorded in 32 squares of 1m x
1m known as 'nests' and vascular plant species, vegetation height and heather
condition are recorded along with other signs of grazing impact (Environmental
Monitoring in the Dartmoor ESA 1994-1997). In 1997 the heather grazing index
for HHM was 68% which is quite high.
English Nature carry out monitoring of SSSIs every 6 years, HHM being unit 21,
and it was last surveyed on 6 August 2002. The condition was described as
'unfavourable no change' and the management as 'not meeting objectives'. See
Appendix 8 for further details.
4. Objectives for 2004-14
The DPA's aims for this site are:






To maintain the existing archaeological interest.
To maintain, and possibly enhance, the biological interest.
Unrestricted access for quiet enjoyment.
To support traditional agriculture, by having some grazing animals.
To improve the interpretation of the site both for DPA members and the general
public.
4.1. Archaeology
Archaeological objectives will be detailed in a report by Dr R H Bruce to be
produced later this year but preliminary comments are included here because
they impact on the biodiversity objectives.



Archaeological sites to remain visible i.e. grassland with no Bracken or scrub.
Field systems and dwellings to remain in an open setting - no woodland to be
encouraged within them. Existing scattered trees in farmstead and fields
acceptable.
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4.2. Biodiversity
The most valuable habitats on the site are the mires, particularly the large
southern one which is of high value in its own right. The archaeological sites are
also high priority.
Since internal fencing of the site is undesirable from the access and visual point
of view, it will be a challenge to achieve optimum grazing levels for the whole
site. The mires are currently grazed at an appropriate level by cattle and this
should be continued (site visit 13.11.03, Norman Baldock (DNPA), Simon Bates
(EN), Bob Bruce, Dru Butterfield, Hilary Marshall and Paul Rendell (all DPA)).
Photographs of the mire surface could be taken in 2004 as a guideline for the
grazier of what is desirable.
The grassland and heathland could be grazed less but this could lead to rank
vegetation on the archaeological sites. Experimental reduction in sheep grazing
should be undertaken and the results monitored.
More specific targets for upland habitats are being prepared by JNCC and
should be available when the next plan is written.




Record all management carried out and any results including monitoring
numbers of domestic stock on a monthly basis.
Carry out more species recording by encouraging specialist naturalists'
groups to visit High House Moor.

4.2.1. Grass moor




Reduce grazing by sheep so that there is more physical variety in the
grassland, such as tussocks for nesting birds. Aim to have no sheep
grazing. Monitor for first two years. Sheep creeps to be closed so that
numbers can be limited.
Allow some trees to grow, to replace existing isolated trees, and to allow
the woodland to spread up the Broadall Lake valley.

4.2.2. Bracken






Continue to graze with cattle as trampling reduces the density of fronds
and litter build-up.
Monitor distribution and density of Bracken near the archaeological sites,
using a line transect on the northern patch, recording frond numbers and
percentage canopy cover in 1m squares. Take photographs.
Away from archaeological sites, experiment with reducing Bracken
vigour by allowing trees to grow, for example in the very southern lessexposed compartment of HHM, which is in the Dendles Wood SSSI.
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If the northern Bracken patch moves towards the Bronze Age site,
spraying or other control would have to be considered.

4.2.3. Heathland










Reduce the density of Western Gorse to facilitate access and possibly
increase the variety of dwarf shrubs. The Gorse is currently very dense
and is about knee-height in the two main blocks. The block on the
eastern slopes could be left for a further decade to see if the canopy
opens out with age and allows tree seedlings to grow.
Cut one path through the Gorse between the two archaeological sites.
In the western block cut two or three paths of variable width, and not in
straight lines (to reduce the visual impact), using a cutter towed behind
an ATV or brushcutters, the route to be pre-marked to avoid boulders.
This will allow direct access from the Oliver Sayer gate to the Bronze
Age site. The paths to intersect so that when swaling is carried out they
would provide a line to work to. Such paths would not necessarily stop a
wildfire.
Study the effect of swaling a small part of the western block of Gorse. If
it leads to dense Western Gorse then no more to be swaled. If the area
becomes more varied then burn further patches. This area was last
swaled in 1983.
Monitor numbers of domestic stock on a monthly basis.
Heather restoration involving ground disturbance is not appropriate as
the site is undisturbed and has archaeological interest which could be
damaged.

4.2.4. Oakwood





Encourage natural regeneration of trees outside the existing woodland,
by protecting seedlings, either by fencing on site or by installing
manufactured guards such as Gengards, which prevent grazing by
domestic stock and deer. Individual spiral tree guards would be needed
to protect against voles etc. Gengards are not visually intrusive, are
long-lasting and re-usable. They would need re-inforcing with two
wooden posts to withstand cattle. Tree regeneration could be
encouraged on grass or dry heath ( the latter to a very limited extent as
Gorse can form an important component on the fringes of valley mire
habitats (see Map7).
Retain standing dead trees.
Record location, number, size and species of seedlings, possibly using
GPS.
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4.2.5. Other trees





Retain some scattered trees on the grass and heath areas of the site.
Isolated trees are unlikely to be replaced naturally unless grazing is
greatly reduced. Some of the trees are on the skyline where guards or
fencing could be unsightly. It may be possible to encourage some trees
to grow on the eastern slopes, perhaps by transplanting seedlings from
elsewhere on the site and protecting them.
Remove the tree exclosure fences. If cattle then damage the trees,
temporary fencing may have to be put in place.

4.2.6. (Valley) mire


Retain the mires as open habitats, with less than 5% scrub in total.



Remove young trees if they get beyond the seedling stage.








Remove the European Gorse from M16d/M6c mire by the west wall,
south of the main gate.
Retain all the wetland plant species listed in section 2.2.1, especially
Pale Butterwort, sundews, White Beak-sedge, Ivy-leaved Bellflower and
Many-stalked Spike-rush.
Retain Keeled Skimmer dragonfly as a breeding species.
Map the extent of the mires in 2014 to assess whether losses are
occurring due to drying out. If the wet areas adjacent to Broadall Lake
do dry out irrevocably, then much more ambitious reforesting of that
valley could take place.

4.3. Access


Clear dense Bracken east of Frank Beech gate (DNPA land) in the summer.



Advertise permissive access to the eastern side of the site.



Reduce density of gorse as outlined in 4.2.3.



Place signs on north wall near Bronze Age site to direct people to the hunting
gate.
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4.4. Interpretation


Renew sign at Oliver Sayer gate, to show hunting gate in north wal.l



Install sign at hunting gate in north wall.







Produce information leaflet for DPA members and the general public,
covering archaeology, wildlife, management etc. Anne Whitbourn has some
photographs for the archaeology leaflet.
Guided walks could be organised, although the limited parking (c4 vehicles at
East Rook Gate, and limited street parking in Cornwood village) would restrict
numbers.
Quiz sheets for children have been written for the Bronze Age site by Anne
Whitbourn. Other such activities could be developed for other aspects of the
site.

5. Implementation
The present agreement with DNPA runs out in June 2004 and cannot be renewed in
its existing form, with the DPA receiving help in kind or financially, due to recent
legislation.
The ESA agreement ends on 31 August 2005 and prior to that the new grant system
which will replace it will have to be assessed for suitability. If DEFRA grants are not
suitable or available, to achieve the stated objectives for HHM, English Nature
issues grants under the Wildlife Enhancement Scheme on SSSIs which could be
considered.
There is currently no adequate structure within the DPA for managing sites on a day
to day basis. This issue must be addressed, particularly if more sites are to be
acquired.
Someone is needed to:

oversee what happens on the ground
record what happens
be a contact point
negotiate grants
be a contact with the grazier
liaise with DNPA

The first three could be carried out by a volunteer, preferably one living near the site.
The second three would be carried out by an officer of the DPA or a paid agent (land
agent or ecological consultant?).
In the long term HHM could be managed in conjunction with the DNPA land to the
east, if the DPA and DNPA aims were sufficiently similar.
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6. Work plan
The work proposed is summarised on Map 7 and in Table 6.
7. Costs
It is hoped that the following tasks can be carried out by volunteers:
Monitoring spread of Bracken
Bracken clearance
Survey and marking of tree seedlings
Removal of tree seedlings from mires
Monthly checking of stock numbers and boundaries
Clearance of gorse from small mire by west wall
Removal of redundant tree exclosure fencing
Leaflet writing
Photographic monitoring
Further wildlife recording

The erection of signs may be carried out by DNPA under the present Access and
Management agreement.
The following tasks could be undertaken by contractors or by paying for DNPA Rangers
to be involved:
Cut firebreak/paths with brush-cutters
Purchase Gengards and reinforcing stakes x
10, + delivery to Devon. Or labour and
materials for fences
Hire of ATV and trailer to get materials on site
Erection of Gengards
Printing leaflets
Negotiating grants, Farm Business Tenancy
renewal etc
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Say c 4 man days @ £100
per day
c£850
Silvanus (01392 879880)
could advise on fencing
alternatives.
c£50 if available locally
c£100 per day
1-2 days @ £350
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High House Moor
Management Plan
Map 7
Proposed work
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2004
Renew sign by main gate.

On site

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

Install 2 signs on N wall
and 1 by N gate.
Winter
"
"

Summer
"
"

“
"
Winter
All year

Office

Cut firebreaks/paths.
Clear gorse from small
mire.
Remove fencing and
monitor.
Swale western block of
Gorse.
Map bracken near
farmstead and treat if
necessary.
Set up transect in N
bracken.
Cut bracken beyond Frank
Beech gate (consult
DNPA).
Photograph mires.
Take photos for wildlife
leaflet.
Survey for young trees.
Decide on siting of
Gengards and install 10.
Transplant trees from wet
areas?
Monthly check of
boundaries and stock nos..
Write leaflets.
Invite wildlife recorders to
visit.

No action?

Organise walks.

Monitor firebreak
vegetation.

2013
Retake fixed point
photos.
Prepare next 10 yr
plan.

2014
Map vegetationcompare with
1994.

Consider E fence
removal.

Record
effect of
swaling.
R

R

R

Record transect.
Action?
R

Check trees
and guards.

R

R?
Assess guards.
Move if necessary.

R

R

R
R

R

R

R

R
R

R?

R

R

R

R
R

R?

R

R
R

R

R

R?

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

Renew tenancy. Aim
to have no sheep.
Cattle and possibly
ponies.

Monitor
effect of
no
sheep.

R?
R
Print leaflets
for spring
05.
ESA
agreement
ends.
Explore
options.

EN SSSI
monitoring
due

Table 6 Summary of work to be done
R

repeat column to the left
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Abbreviations used in the text
AGM
ATV
BAP
BTCV
DEFRA
DNPA
D of E
DPA
EH
EN
ESA
GPS
Ha
HHM
JNCC
NNR
NVC
RSPB
SSSI

Annual General Meeting
All-terrain vehicle
Biodiversity Action Plan
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Dartmoor National Park Authority
Duke of Edinburgh's Award
Dartmoor Preservation Association
English Heritage
English Nature
Environmentally Sensitive Areas
Global Positioning System
Hectare
High House Moor
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
National Nature Reserve
National Vegetation Classification
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Site of Special Scientific Interest
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Appendix 2
Notes on the Vegetation of High House Moor, Cornwood, Devon
By Kenneth Ashburner, BSc (Hort)
Broadly the vegetational pattern on High House Moor shows the dominance from area
to area of a certain plant or mixture of plants. Perhaps the most noticeable, because
the Gorse in flower in parts are yellow tinge, is the mixture of Molinia coerulea and Ulex
gallii forming hummocky, rather prickly drifts of vegetation. Very considerable too are
the areas where luxuriant tussocks of Molinia take over altogether, presumably when
the conditions become too wet for the Gorse to continue competing. These are hardly
grazed at all, though occasionally bitten by bullocks.
Where drainage is severely impeded stands of the rush Juncus communis dominate,
and are most significant as ‘stains’ or fringes of vegetation alongside and below the
stone walls.
The stretches of bracken are considerable and presumably increasing, but held in check
here and there by sudden patches of poor drainage; therefore there is often an abrupt
change from bracken to Molinia.
The most noticeable trees on High House Moor when approaching from East Rook
Gate are the scattered thorns, picturesque and somewhat contorted, and in many cases
securely anchored in clusters of granite or long stone walls. Dotted and grouped on the
higher parts of the area they give an almost park like, ‘savannah’ appearance to the
landscape, especially where growing up from the closely bitten turf – now forming
considerable areas – where Festuca and Agrostis species associated with Nardus
stricta are abundant and presumably increasing, with greater pressure from the sheep
and bullocks.
The scattered thorns are at a higher altitude than the oaks on High House Moor, most of
which are clustered in the valley of the Broadall lake, forming attractive woodland with
an entirely smooth grass dominated floor. The oaks thin out as the altitude increases
and occasional outliers find their way up amongst the thorns. They are a mixture of
Quercus robur and Quercus sessiliflora. Sorbus aucuparia is frequent too, forming
small clusters in some places; at other places battered windblown single specimens.
A few birch were seen at the Southern end of the area and on the banks of the Broadall
lake (together with one or two Salix caprea here); and a large Beech also near the
Southern boundary. Occasional Alder Buckthorn (Rhamnus frangula) were found in wet
places near the Southern tip.
Dark green clumps of Ulex europaeus are frequent and stand out on the moor when it is
viewed from the West. Most noticeable is the absence of the Ling (Calluna vulgaris)
except for occasional very small patches; in fact it seems that Erica tetralix, though
never dominant over any area, is more frequent.
September 1966
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Appendix 8
Past assessment of vegetation and management
1964
1966
1974

1982

1983
1992
1994
1994
2000
2002

When acquired 'jungle of thick grass and gorse, hiding the
Scheduled Ancient Monuments and making walkers' access
difficult' Lady Sayer
'Occasional very small patches of ling' Ashburner, App 2
'Open woodland is of diverse age and is in no need of special
protection or measures to aid regeneration at this stage.'
Proposed opening of glades and firebreaks through Western
Gorse/grass areas. Possibly followed by controlled gorse burn
over say 1 acre. Consider swaling in rotation? Nature
Conservancy
'Gorse dominates where soil is deep enough and where grazing
pressure is heavy and swaling has been frequent at some time.'
Suggested reduction in grazing and no burning. Nature
Conservancy Council
'HHM is itself not unduly over-grazed.' The woodland is heavily
grazed 'Massive regeneration is necessary'. Nick Atkinson
Bracken density greatest near the tree exclosures. Margaret
Davey
Comments from Norman Baldock, DNPA ecologist - see over page
'Heathers are extremely suppressed by grazing...' Keedle App 4
Grazing level 'rather higher than should be the case but still
substantially better than it was' DNPA
'Wall running along length of west side of unit is in very good
condition. Ulex gallii (western gorse) dry heath form completed. 25
-75% dwarf shrub cover. U. gallii under 50% in most of unit apart
from one patch of dense U. gallii of even age. There is a lack of
other dwarf shrub species and little heather. Moderate grazing
pressure from sheep, cattle and rabbits, although over-grazing in
the past has formed a mainly grassy habitat, which in places is
reverting to an even-aged U. gallii heath. Superb bog in south of
unit is large enough and in favourable condition to be of SSSI
standard in its own right. Native trees and shrubs are local in
distribution.' English Nature
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Appendix 9
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