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04 June 2020 
 

 
Dear Members 
 
2020 Annual General Meeting 

All of us here at the DPA hope that you are well and adapting to the trials of 

lockdown. We are taking various actions to deal with these unusual times, and the 

purpose of this letter is to tell you about one of them. 

In view of the Covid-19 pandemic and the restrictions on movement, the Charity 

Commission has assured charities that its approach to regulation during this 

uncertain period will be as flexible and pragmatic as possible in the public interest. It 

has also advised that it is admissible for charities to find an alternative means of 

holding their annual general meeting. 

Our intention had been to hold this year’s AGM on the Saturday of the Spring Bank 

Holiday weekend, as normal. However, the DPA’s Trustees now believe that this 

would be irresponsible, not to mention a breach of government regulations. We also 

feel that simply moving the meeting to later in the year might lead to uncertainty and 

a further postponement.  We have thought hard about how to make it easy for 

members to ask the questions that are important to them and to have the opportunity 

to consider the answers before voting. Accordingly, alternative arrangements have 

been made for the 2020 AGM, as follows: 

According to our Constitution, registered with the Charity Commission in April 2019, 

the minimum business for the AGM is to: 

• receive the annual statement of accounts for the previous financial year 

• receive the Trustees’ Annual Report on the charity’s activities 

• elect trustees to fill the vacancies arising, and appoint Vice-Presidents 

• appoint accountants and independent examiners for the charity. 

 

The AGM should be held no more than fifteen months after the previous one, which 

took place on 25th May 2019. 

The trustees therefore have agreed the following arrangements. 

1 We are informing members by this letter of the agreed arrangements and will 

also post it on the DPA’s website during week commencing 1st June 2020. 

 

 

 



 

 

2 During week commencing 20th July we will send members the Trustees’ 

Annual Report and the statement of accounts, together with ballot papers and 

details of trustees for election, and vice-presidents for appointment (deadline 

for nominations is Friday 26th June 2020).  We will also give details of how to 

vote – ballot papers can be returned by post and we are also exploring ways 

of voting via the DPA website. 

3 Three weeks before the date of the AGM there will be a week (27th July – 2nd 

August) in which members can submit comments and questions.  These will 

be answered by staff or trustees, and at the end of the week a collated set of 

questions and articles will be posted on the DPA website. 

4 During the following week the ballot will open. All voting will be by proxy, i.e. 

members instruct the chairman how to vote. 

5 On 9 July the tellers will count the votes and the results will be posted on the 

DPA website. 

 

Holding the AGM in this way is an unfortunate necessity. The opportunity to socialise 

with members, celebrate another successful year and answer questions face-to-face, 

is one of the highlights of our year.  However, we are sure you will understand that 

our highest priority is the safety of our members, trustees and staff. Hopefully, we will 

be able to return to normal in 2021.  

  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 
John Howell       Phil Hutt 
Acting Chairman      Chief Executive  


